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NEGOTIATING IDENTITIES AND RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN SOUTH KOREA AND VIETNAM: 
THE "VIETNAMESE COMFORT WOMEN" ISSUE 

Peter KESSELBURG

When we discuss the issue of “comfort women” in the Korean-Japa-
nese context of the post-WWII environment, the roles of perpetrator 
and perpetrated are clearly assigned and the form of protest and denial 
seems almost ritualized on both sides of the aisle. This discourse 
stretches almost so far that one could argue that the discourse itself 
is deeply ingrained into the post-war identities of the South Korean 
and Japanese states as a reason for mutual incompatibility in terms 
of acknowledging the guilt of the perpetrator and the shame of the 
perpetrated in a moral and societal way. 

However, if we assume that those roles could be reversed or altered 
to the extent that the perpetrated nation also had to deal with a 
similar war crime committed by its own military forces in third-party 
country, how would this fact change the direction of the discourse 
between those two countries? 

This essay aims at outlining the “comfort-women” issue between 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Korea in 

the post-Vietnam-war environment and to shed light on the war 
crimes committed by the ROK army forces, in particular those of 
the Capital Mechanized Infantry Division nicknamed “Tiger” and 
the Second Marine Brigade nicknamed “Blue Dragon”. Its content 
will focus on the reasons for the ROK armed forces to join in the 
Vietnam War, the massacres and large-scale mass killings mainly 
in Quảng Ngai and Quảng Nam provinces and on the enslavement 
of young Vietnamese girls and women for sexual purposes by ROK 
troops and their consequent offspring named “Lại Đại Hàn” by the 
Vietnamese rural and urban communities. The existence of bi-racial 
children (South Korean father/Vietnamese mother) also poses some 
problems within the construction of their own identities in a familial 
context since the personal identities in Vietnam are more tied to 
the social standing of an individual in the context of the greater 
extended family as a basal social structure.

During the Second Indochina War, which lasted from 1955 to 1975, 
the U.S. Army asked allies in East Asia and Oceania to join in the 
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war as supplementary battalions in order to actively engage with 
already established or establishing Communist interest groups all 
across Southeast Asia. It is safe to say that the war functioned as a 
proxy war between the Capitalist Bloc led by the United States of 
America and the Communist Bloc led by the Soviet Union. Vietnam 
itself was divided into two differently constituted states in the north 
and south, which mirrored similar governmental partitions in com-
munist and capitalist states like the Federal Republic of Germany and 
the German Democratic Republic on German soil and the DPRK 
and ROK on the Korean peninsula alongside the 38th parallel since 
the armistice of 1953. Each of those states vehemently opposed the 
recognition of its communist or socialist counterpart under the pre-
text of adhering to the concept of a united and indivisible statehood 
which should define the national character. The same point of view 
was applicable to the relationship between the capitalist Republic of 
Vietnam (Việt Nam Cộng Hòa), represented by Ngô Đình Điệm, 
and the socialist Democratic Republic of Vietnam (Việt Nam Dân 
Chủ Cộng Hòa), which was headed by chairman Hồ Chí Minh 
until his passing in 1969 and the forces of the Việt Minh, better 
known as Việt Cộng in Western historiography. 

But why did the ROK military engage in the Vietnam War in the 
first place? Glenn Baek provides some insight into this matter, citing 
the fact that the U.S. deemed South Korea unworthy for further aid 
because of being “(1) a poor country with few resources and skills; 
(2) saddled with maintaining a bloated military of 600,000 men; (3) 
endemically corrupt and (4) an ally that took slight at perceived U.S. 
failure to accord it full equality” (Baek 2013: 149). This depiction 
of South Korean internal politics proved to be highly problematic 
for the Park Administration from 1961 because the threat of losing 
foreign assistance could result in civil unrest, greater economical 
problems and finally in ousting the administration itself. 

Either way, Park Chung-Hee had to find a suitable decision and 
travelled to Washington in order to propose military assistance for 
fighting the communist regimes in Southeast Asia, especially against 
the well-trained Việt Minh guerilla forces in Northern Vietnam. He 
marketed his nation as “a firm anti-communist nation” and having 
millions of troops trained in that kind of warfare. He added that 
taking military assistance from his government would prove the 

“unity of action among the nations of the Free World” (Baek 2013: 
150). However, the prospect of acceptance of his proposal was more 
than bleak, and the Lyndon B. Johnson Administration started to 
actively diminish its aid to South Korea. This resulted in “back-
door diplomacy” between the Park Administration and the South 
Vietnamese Ngô Administration in order to form a strong coalition 
among the two capitalist nations on military terms. In May 1964, 
Lyndon B. Johnson had to acknowledge the fact that his army needed 

military assistance coming from the “Free World” in order to gain 
traction on the ground due to the unfolding Vietnamese civil war.

A total of 312,853 ROK soldiers were deployed by the Park admin- 
istration to Southern Vietnam starting from September 22, 1964 
and subsequently during the period 1965 to 1972 (Kwon 2006, 
p. 43) in order to support the U.S. American and South Vietnamese 
armed forces in their fight against Northern Vietnam. In 1965, the 
Capital Infantry Division (“Tiger”) and the Second Marine Brigade 
(“Blue Dragon”) were dispatched to Southern Vietnam (Baek 2013: 
154). Like their American counterparts, these brigades were heavily 
involved in the mass killings of civilians, mainly in Quang Ngai 
and Quang Nam provinces, in the thirteen large-scale killings and 
massacres in Ha My and My Lai, and  incidents in Thuy Bo, Phong 
Nhat, and Phong Nhi of Quang Nam; Vinh Hoa of Quang Ngai; 
five villages in the Ba Dinh province; and many more (Kwon 2006: 
30–31). A lot of those massacres took place during the Lunar year 
of the Monkey in 1968. 

In 2000, Kim Ki-Tae (김기태), retired former commander of the 
Seventh Company, Second Battalion of the Second Marine Brigade 
(“Blue Dragon”) gave an interview to the left-leaning Hankyoreh 
Shinmun in which he openly talked about the war crimes he and his 
fellow troops had committed during their deployment in Vietnam. 
He recounted the killing of twenty-nine unarmed Vietnamese youth 
in Quảng Ngai province he oversaw as a 39 year old lieutenant on 
November 14, 1966 (Armstrong 2001: 529). After being caught 
by ROK soldiers, the Việt Cộng youth were tied together with a 
strong rope and the commander and his fellow troops discussed their 
options to deal with their prisoners of war. According to military 
protocol, they should have been handed over to the ARVN (Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam) for further investigation. 

However, Kim and his troops feared that their prisoners could 
escape, regroup and cause more trouble to his battalion in the future. 
Consequently, they found a bomb crater left by an American F4 
aircraft, and the fate of the POWs was decided on the spot: They 
were dragged to the crater and thrown into the hole. The ROK 
soldiers took all the grenades out of their pockets, unlocked and 
threw them into the crater, waiting for the subsequent explosion. 
Whoever was still alive or audibly breathing within earshot, got shot 
by rifles and other weaponry in order to silence potential witnesses 
of the “Operation Dragon Eye” carried out by the First, Second 
and Third Battalions of the Second Marine Brigade to wipe out 
Việt Cộng guerilla fighters in Central Vietnam (Armstrong 2001: 
529-530). His testimony would only pave the way for more South 
Korean veterans actively speaking about their time in the Vietnam 
War and the brutalities committed against the Vietnamese people. 
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Which effects did those mass killings have on the Vietnamese peo-
ple in general? In traditional Vietnamese mourning customs, the 

“death at home” (chết nhà) is always preferable to the “death on the 
streets” (chết đường) because it denotes a closeness to the family and 
the ancestors revered at home. The “death on the streets” implies a 
violent and sudden death in a distant place, far away from home – 
where one could die peacefully surrounded and taken care of by his/
her next of kin. Passing away at home also entitles the bereaved to 
add the deceased to the ancestral shrine, to commemorate him or 
her according to the mourning customs, and to know that the soul 
doesn’t have to wander around eternally without any place to call 
home. Someone who is taken away from this world by brutality and 
sudden violence on the fields or abroad is condemned to an afterlife 
as a wandering, restless soul who has no means to be reconnected to 
his or her ancestral shrine or living place. Even in ancient and recent 
times, Confucian scholars like the 18th century eminent Nguyễn Du 
composed verses like “Calling all wandering souls” (Văn Tế Thập 
Loại Chúng Sinh) to commemorate the misery of those having to 
die abroad. The shortened version here is used for mourning rituals 
in northern Quảng Nam region (Kwon 2008: 86-88):

“Those who died while working away from home,
Those who perished in distant battlefields,
Your family knows not where you are, what you do,
We call upon you to come to us.
You are wandering in the dark.
You are frightened by the cry of a rooster.
We call upon you to come and receive our offering”

It is important to take into account that the Vietnamese language  
differentiates between an inclusive We (chung ta) and an exclusive 
We (chung tôi) for determining the degree of closeness or distance 
between two or more people. People who had to “die on the streets” 
are treated in a less inclusive manner by society because their whe-
reabouts are often unknown, and they seem to be cursed for eternity. 

If we take now the massacre committed by lieutenant Kim Ki-Tae 
and his fellow battalion members, it becomes apparent that they 
conducted the most vile and heinous crime against the Vietnamese 
youth because their souls weren’t unable to return home and were 
confined until present day to his bomb crater from where their 
ghosts have to wander, calling to their relatives for relief. I personally 
think that this circumstance has to be taken seriously by Koreans 
when they travel to Vietnam for business or just for leisure activities, 
because the traditional culture remains quite strong and lively despite 
economical modernizations in the Đổi Mới period and cultural 
influences from advanced globalization. 

ROK soldiers were known to be extremely cold-blooded and efficient 
in liquidating enemy combatants and local villagers. The ROK 2nd 
Marine Brigade, nicknamed “Blue Dragons”, earned the following 
war slogan “xé xác Rồng Xanh, phanh thây Mãnh Hổ” (Tear the 
dead body of the Blue Dragon [and] rip open the Tiger’s corpse” 
(Kwon 2006, p. 47) among Vietnamese Việt Minh guerilla figh-
ters because of their involvement in the massacres of Phong Nhi 
and Phong Nhat and the degree of the atrocities they committed. 
Given that the ROK troops exhibited a very high degree of brutality 
against their adversaries on the ground, one could legitimately ask 
for the reasons for such an inclination towards atrocities and bloody 
savaging of enemies. 

The South Korean soldiers were often mentally scarred by their 
experiences during the Korean War, which saw a lot of Korean 
casualties during U.S. bombing raids on Korean soil. Chinese and 
North Korean platoons actively committed war crimes against Korean 
civilians, mostly women, children and the elderly population, as 
these were easy targets. The ROK soldiers involved in the cruelties in 
Vietnam were boys themselves during the Korean War. Additionally, 
they were taught in school that the lives of communists in general 
were less worthy than those of the “Free World”, so they could easily 
refer to the Việt Cộng guerilla fighters as some sort of subhuman 
species which must be efficiently terminated by all available means. 
The second approach to understand this kind of brutality lies in 
the experience of the commanding generals during the uprising 
movements in Manshû-koku (満州国) in the 1940s. One has to 
take into account that Park Chung-Hee himself was trained in the 
Imperial Japanese Military and that they actively proposed to the 
U.S. government the deployment of highly trained military personnel 
to Southeast Asia to fight scattered guerilla forces. Thirdly, the war 
environment was heavily influenced by difficult interstitial positions 
of Koreans in a war with such glaring racial divides. Some 20 years 
prior to that time, U.S. troops were fighting North Korean troops 
with boots on Korean soil and tended to use very racist language to 
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refer to their enemies. In their slang, Korean soldiers were “kooks”, 
a shortened nickname for the Korean term “Hangook” (한국)  
for “Korea”. In Vietnam, Korean troops had to fight alongside 
American troops, but the racist swearwords remained the same. 

Yet in this case, “kook” referred to the Vietnamese guerilla warriors 
instead of the allied Korean troops, which must have sometimes cau-
sed confusion among the participating Korean soldiers (Armstrong 
2001: 534–535). It is also very likely that the different skin color of 
the Vietnamese population and especially captured guerilla fighters 
played a key role in determining their fate on the Korean side. Con-
sidering that pale skin in Korea is deemed of higher social value than 
darker or copper-colored skin, the likelihood of condescending and 
commanding behavior by Korean soldiers towards guerilla fighters 
and Vietnamese women was not uncommon. This problem leads 
us to the second largest issue besides the war crimes and small and 
large-scale massacres conducted by the ROK troops on Vietnamese 
soil: sexual enslavement.

Within this war context, those ROK marine battalions set up 
“special comfort units” (특수의안대 t̀ uksu wiandae) (Di 2015) and 
forcibly recruited local Vietnamese women for sexual services. One 
women recounted during interviews conducted by Japan president 
Yoon Mi-Hyang of the Korean Council for the Women Drafted 
for Military Sexual Slavery (KCWDMSS) that “[t]hey’d put one 
person at a time in the trench, keep [her] there all day and night 
and just rape [her] again and again” which resulted in a severe 
traumatic experience and caused those raped women to develop 
a deeply felt hate towards South Koreans until today (Koh, Yoon 
2015). Given that the cultural context in Vietnam is very similar to 
that context in South Korea regarding the demand for purity and 
chastity among young Vietnamese women, experiencing any kind 
of sexual aggression could result in an unprecedented amount of 
guilt and shame towards their own townspeople or people living 

in more rural areas within central and Southern Vietnam. A lot 
of those rapes resulted in pregnancies and the consequent birth of 
children called còn lại Đại Hàn which translates as “children of 
mixed blood with a South Korean”. Those children and mothers 
were often shunned by the local elders and village societies, as the 
Vietnamese-Korean writer Trần Đại Nhật describes in his short 
story “All the splinters of life” about his childhood as a còn lại Đại 
Hàn in a rural village in Southern Vietnam (Trần unknown). He 
describes his experience by reminiscing about the strange looks he 
received as a small boy in his village when he passed by a house or 
somewhere else where the adults gathered to discuss rural matters. 
Furthermore, he wasn’t perceived as being a “real Vietnamese” due 
to his heritage and his absent father who had returned to South 
Korea after the Vietnamese War.

Bearing in mind that the family itself and the connected branches 
on the maternal and paternal side form the key element of the 
Vietnamese societal structure, the absence of the father proved to be 
detrimental to their offspring because they were missing the correct 
paternal surname and the paternally centered family structure which 
refers to the relatives of the maternal side as “outside family”. The 
fathers often returned to South Korea without recognizing their 
offspring in Vietnam. When their children try to connect to their 
paternal family, they are often shunned as well (Yu 2013). For these 
children, now in their Forties and early Fifties, negotiating identities 
is still very relevant to them since they had to cope with the fact of 
being both the result of a forced rape  and not of “pure” Vietnamese 
descent like their peers. This common behavioral pattern often leads 
to severe identity struggles due to the importance of belonging to 
a family and kinship structures which are very important in South 
Korea as in Vietnam. Newly formed interest groups of còn lại Đại 
Hàn have been established in order to bridge those gaps,  make their 
voices and stories heard in both countries, and to have their suffering 
acknowledged (Web từ thiện Con Lai Đại Hàn 2015).

A similar development is now observed in the South Korean country-
side since a lot of lower strata peasant men are now actively seeking 

“imported” Vietnamese wives to continue their bloodline and to 
avoid the increasingly better educated South Korean women as viable 
spouses. The Korean mothers-in-law tend to exhibit a rather harsh 
treatment of their Vietnamese daughters-in-law due to their lack of 
proper knowledge about Korean culture and cuisine and especially 
language. More often, they are scolded by their in-laws because of 
their copper-colored skin. In Korea, pale skin is the main reference 
point for female beauty. Their offspring consequently has to deal 
with these identity issues as well like the còn lại Đại Hàn, but on 
another level since they were legitimately born and recognized by 
their father into the paternal family bloodline. 
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One small step seems to be the inclusion of the sexually assaulted 
Vietnamese women into the Butterfly Fund founded by the KCW-
DMSS in order to help them overcome their hardships financially 
and morally, even though these women have already reached their 
sixties and seventies and often live under rather poor conditions in 
small rural villages all across Southern and Central Vietnam.

More important would be to set up a bilateral dialogue between 
both states in order to assess the work that has already been done 
and which issues have to be tackled in the future. The government 
of Việt Nam is currently very interested in keeping South Korea 
as one of its key foreign investors in the future and will therefore 
keep an eye on the historical issues to be resolved in order to secure 
a smooth path of development. 

South Korea instead has to bear its own war crimes in Việt Nam in 
mind when trying to negotiate with the Japanese about financial 
and moral compensation for the forced enslavement of the “Ianfu”  
(慰安婦) during World War II. It is vital to address this bilateral issue 
between South Korea and Vietnam in order to be able to resolve the 
same issue between South Korea and Japan.
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE GLOBAL FLOWS OF MONEY:
IS THE NATION STATE A PERMANENT SYSTEM OR A 
TRANSITIONAL PHASE TO HART’S WORLD SOCIETY? 

KATSUMATA Yu

Capitalism’s historical mission is to bring cheap commodities to the 
masses and break down the insularity of traditional communities 
before replaced by a more just society…The task of building a global 
civil society for the twenty-first century, perhaps even a federal world 
government is an urgent one (Hart, 2009).

Keith Hart, a leading economic anthropologist of our time, advocates 
his vision of world society, which is distinct from the nation-state 
world order under which we currently live. Of course we have not 
yet seen the world society or the federal world government as a 
concrete political reality. While I am not completely sure whether 
this unprecedented world order is really feasible or not, some empi-
rical data suggests that it is more and more difficult to sustain the 
nation-state system under the current globalized economy. In this 
essay, firstly, I will explain how the nation-state became the dominant 
world order. I would like to avoid the argument that globalization 
has simply eroded the nation-state, because often nation-states and 
capitalism work in tandem, not in opposition. Therefore, I explain 
how the nation-state and capitalism have functioned with each other 
from their inception. Then I argue the possible limits of nation states, 
in particular focusing on an analysis of the global flows of money.  

Before going into our main discussion, let us briefly define some key 
terms. While often interchangeably used, it is crucial to differentiate 
between a nation, nationalism and a nation-state. A nation is a group 
of people based on shared commonalities. Nationalism is a political 
principle that holds that the political and national unit should be 
congruent (Gellner, p1,  2000). A state is a human community that 
(successfully) claims monopoly on the legitimate use of physical 
force within a given territory (Weber, p78, 2009). A nation-state is 
a version of a state based on nationalism.  

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NATION-STATE AND CAPITALISM

Firstly, let us explore the history of our political order: the nation-state 
and its relationship with capitalism. Historically the nation-state 
emerged as the prevalent political order through industrialization 
and a series of political revolutions from the 17th to 20th centuries. 
Before industrialized society came about, people lived in feudalistic 
agrarian societies. 

The agrarian society was ordered by differentiation between classes. 
For instance, there were only a few people who could read and write. 
They were typically born into an elite status and were therefore 
conferred political power. This relatively small group governed 
society. Their rule was justified by publically presenting their spe-
cial characteristics such as royal blood. In this form of society, 
human relations were vertically formed between the dominant and 
subordinate classes. Building horizontal relationships beyond one’s 
immediate community was rare. Thus, there was little possibility 
to spread nationalism, which is a political principle shared among a 
mass of people who do not know each other personally.      

However, capitalism started to prevail around the 17th century in 
European countries, and it triggered massive social and political 
transformations. Through industrialization, people started to choose 
various occupations. They began moving out of their villages into 
the cities. As a result, people were fractured from their traditional 
communities. 

The fluid industrial society (capitalism) required people to speak a 
common language and to possess advanced literary and mathematical 
skills. Their occupations required them to communicate with others 
beyond their native communities through a common language. 
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Thus, people were educated in order to attain these homogeneous 
standardized skills and a common language. This large, national-scale 
educational project could only be achieved by a state and was a key 
aspect in the cultural homogenization of society.

Gellner (2000) argues that nationalism emerged through the process 
of cultural homogenization initiated by states. States have power to 
levy taxes and use this money to found modern educational systems 
that are highly conducive to the development capitalism. 

In history, other fundamental conditions existed that were enforced 
by states for the growth of capitalism. Deleuze and Guattari (1994) 
argue that in order to secure the free movement of labor forces, 
people had to be freed from a rigid class hierarchy. The traditional 
class system prevented people from entering new industries. Thus 
the rigid hierarchy had to be abolished. Also, the free investments 
of capital within the territory of the state had to be secured at all 
costs by abolishing the feudal system. In the feudal system, land 
ownership was determined by traditional social relations between 
masters and servants. It hindered the free flow of capital.      

It was the state that reformulated its domestic territory into the 
culturally homogenous nation state that is conducive to capitalism 
and capitalist production. The development of the nation state and 
capitalism has been inseparably connected, not in opposition.

Nevertheless, some scholars contend that the nation-state and capita-
lism are independent, separable entities. They often argue that a state 
operates in a way to appease inequalities created by the free market 
through public investments and social security schemes. However, 
they fail to account for the conditions that led capitalism to become 
the dominant economic system. The development of capitalism 
presupposed the power of states. It was more than asserting that the 
state protected private property. It was the state that reformulated 
national territory into a homogeneous space for capitalism to develop.

The relationship between capitalism and nation-sates explains why a 
nation-state model became the dominant political system in today’s 
world order: the nation-states successfully integrated the efficient 
capitalistic production system into the territory of the state. In terms 
of economic and military power, these European states were hugely 
successful in the 19th and 20th century, as the history of imperialism 
and colonialism has shown us. The nation-states have become the 
dominant political principle in today’s world. 

IS THE NATION STATE ETERNAL?

Now I would like to go back to Keith Hart’s vision for the “just society”  

at the beginning of this essay. Is the nation-state system the permanent  
political system for our world? Under the present global economic 
trend, capitalism slows down the speed of long-term economic growth. 
If this is the case, is it possible to maintain the nation-state’s sound 
government budget balance? As globalization has shifted capitalism, 
contemporary nation-states are increasingly facing numerous pro-
blems in their maintenance. That includes migrations, separation 
movements, economic inequality, popularized democracy, sovereign 
debt crises, uncontrollable flows of capital beyond nation-state 
boundaries and more. Considering these issues and the instability 
of the current formation of the nation-states, perhaps, our political 
system is not a “just one” for the increasingly globalized economy, 
as Hart maintains.   

As the capitalist economy was the key force for the inception of the 
nation state, I believe that the capitalist economy is also the key force 
in the possible erosion of the nation-states. Given the present challen-
ges in the world, in the rest of this essay I would like to analyze the 
limits of the nation-state model, particularly examining the global 
flows of money. How have the relationships between nation-states 
and capitalism changed as the technology of globalization has  
shifted? In other words, as global capitalism changed and morphed, 
how did nation states respond? Are nation-states sustainable and the 
ideal and/or permanent societal structure under global capitalism?

In the 19th century, the nation-state and capitalism worked together. 
However, after a series of evolutionary events, the late 20th century 
produced a global capitalism detached from the spatial boundary 
of the nation-state. 

In the modern world there are roughly two basic flows of money: 
taxation by states and profits by businesses or private enterprises. 
States gain wealth through taxes because states have legitimized 
physical force as an institution for redistribution. On the other 
hand, businesses accumulate profits as they operate in the market, 
selling their tangible or intangible commodities (I have abstracted 
other monetary flows such as inheritance, gifts, or charity for the 
sake of simplicity).   

As mentioned in the history of nation-states, the state functioned 
to produce the fundamental conditions for businesses or private 
enterprises to operate in the market. The state helped capitalistic 
production to flourish. However, this nation, state and capitalism 
trinity is seemingly hitting its limits now. 

The decline of the state’s capacity to maintain sound government-bud-
get balance is observable in advanced nations. In other words, money 
bypasses states as it flows lawlessly into tax havens by multi-national 
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corporations. The global economy is characterized by this lawless, 
unrestricted flow of money. Multi-national corporations and rich 
individuals transfer their money into tax havens to minimize the 
portion of their wealth which is taken by nation-state taxes. Tax 
havens are states or territories where tax rates are set at a very low 
percentage. These countries are often small in terms of territory, 
possess small populations and use their tax system as a competitive 
advantage, competing with bigger states. 

Monetary transactions also occur beyond the surveillance of state 
institutions through shadow banking and hedge funds, due to the 
liberalization of global financial markets. The flows of money are 
literally uncontrollable for the state institution, as money bypasses 
central banks and the fractional reserve system. Securitization (banks 
selling securities made out of their risk assets such as mortgages for 
low-income customers in the case of the Lehman shock in 2008) 
and shadow banking (financial activities not subject to regulatory 
oversight hedge funds, for instance, have fewer restrictions since 
they are categorized as private players) are typical examples. The 
invention of private monies, such as derivatives, accelerated this 
process. Moreover, the development of monetary forms such as 
Bitcoin, air mileage and Amazon points that are not issued by 
central banks has become more and more prevalent. IT companies 
have detached monetary circuits from bank-state networks to their 
virtual monetary circuit through payment services such as PayPal 
and Google Wallet. Therefore, it is becoming harder and harder for 
the state to monopolize the production and administration of money. 
Dodd (p.213 2014) suggests that there widening is a gap between 
our psychological impression of money, which is still state centered, 
and the reality of its governance, whereby the state is increasingly 
less able to monopolize the management of money.  

These empirical trends suggest that money progressively eludes 
nation-states. However, the nation-states’ model of taxation and 
redistribution is still based on the 19h century when today’s  
globalized capitalism did not yet exist. The nation-states are managed 
by bureaucracy and domestic politics. They try to regulate money 
through central banks and fiscal policy, and the strength and effi-
ciency of these models of management are quickly becoming outdated.

What is complex in this issue is that we cannot simplistically say 
global monetary flows simply erode the power of the nation-state, 
as if monetary flows completely transcend states. As I argued in the 
first part of this essay, capitalist economy and the nation-state have 
had an inseparable and symbiotic relationship from its inception. In 
the case of the Euro debt crisis, public and private institutions have 
entered mutually detrimental cycles of economic codependency. 
In this sense, disintegration of state-oriented flows of money is not 
characterized as transcendence but convolution (Dodd, p216, 2014).

What is clear for now in today’s world is the fundamental deficit in 
our political platform and democratic monetary regulation system. 
In the global economy, money flows freely and lawlessly, but there 
is no legal framework for transnational flows of money because 
there is no transnational entity to regulate monetary flows. This 
unmatched condition makes it extremely difficult to maintain a 
basis for distributive justice or political legitimacy in nation-states.    

Looking at the global flows of money, I came to the conclusion that 
the nation-state model is not sustainable given the spatial mismatch 
between the global economy and the nation-state. Since the incep-
tion of capitalism, the nation-state and capitalism have supported 
each other, successfully integrating the efficient production system 
of capitalism into the territorial space of the nation-state. However, 
since the late 20th century, some basic conditions have changed. 
States lost the control of money mainly due to the liberalization of 
global financial markets and the digital communication revolution. 
States have been experiencing increasing difficulty to sustain sound 
government-budget balance and the capacity for the administration 
of money or their financial bases. Is the nation state melting down? 
Probably yes. Globalized capitalism is starting to function beyond 
nation-states because nation-states have not been able to keep up 
with the technologies of globalized capitalism. 

History tells us that political systems are not permanent because 
they have transformed as history enters into different phases. The 
world economy is clearly more integrated than decades ago, while 
we still maintain fragmented political processes. Distributive justice 
is unlikely to be achieved under present conditions. So what are 
the relationships between nation-states and capitalism now? Has 
the relationship between nation-states and capitalism changed or 
weakened? This is an open question. I don’t think there is a complete 
disappearance of the relationship between capitalist economy, nation 
and states, but I believe it is clear that the global economy operates 
beyond the nation-states in their current form.
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REPORT FROM THE ALUMNI MEETING

Marta JAWORSKA

INTRODUCTION

The 2015 EPRIE program was held in Tokyo and Seoul from the 
17th to  the 27th of July.  Twenty-one participants from six countries 
took part in the program. The main topic this year was Nations and 
Identities. While this year’s participants discussed the main topics, 
met with the ambassadors of Germany and Poland, visited impor- 
tant Museums and landmarks in Tokyo, on the 23rd of July fifteen 
alumni who participated in EPRIE in 2012, 2013 and 2014 arrived 
in Seoul. The main purpose of the 2015 EPRIE alumni meeting in 
Seoul was to get together and discuss the topics of nationality and 
identity, thus closing a two-year lead topic of the EPRIE program 
(2014 and 2015) The group discussed further action to promote the 
EPRIE Alumni Association, develop further activities and meet 
the new participants of EPRIE 2015 to encourage them to join the 
Alumni Association, listen to their ideas and exchange experiences 
and thoughts.

ON ALUMNI PARTICIPANTS

The alumni who arrived in Seoul represented the 5 countries that 
participate in EPRIE: Germany, France, Poland, Japan and South 
Korea. Most participants were from South Korea as the meeting was 
held in their home country, and it was the easiest for them to attend 
(seven). Four alumni came from Germany, two from Poland and 
one each from Japan and France. Since 2014 delegates from China 
have also participated in EPRIE, however unfortunately none of 
last year’s representatives from China could attend.

As the EPRIE program is held every year alternating between Asia 
and Europe, so too is the alumni meeting. This presents a great 
opportunity for those alumni who cannot travel to another conti-
nent, for whatever reason, to attend. What is more, because most 
participants conduct their research on topics connecting Asia and 
Europe, they travel around and some of them manage to take a break 
from their work and come up for the meeting (as it happened some 
of the alumni this year had managed to do so). From my perspec-
tive as a participant from EPRIE 2014 (meeting with alumni was 
organized in Berlin), I did not meet some of the alumni last year. 
This opportunity presented itself during the meeting in Seoul, and 
even though we met for the first time, participation in the EPRIE 
program as well as common topics of interest including the topic for 
the program created a bond between all of us, a relationship which 
could turn into a sort of an identity marker in order to distinguish 
us from the rest of the Koreans whom we met during our stay in 
Seoul. The feeling of togetherness continued throughout the entire 
stay in Korea and was enhanced when the participants of EPRIE 
2015 joined us in Seoul.

All of the Alumni from the three past years of EPRIE were set to meet 
on the 23rd of July. The main organizers of the transfers, attractions 
and restaurants were Jeewon Chang and Jiwon Oh. A huge help in 
organizing tours and joint meeting with participants in Kim Dea-Jung 
Presidential Library and Museum was Chun Young Park. Also, the 
vice-president of the Alumni Association Yann Werner Prell, created 
an atmosphere where all of the alumni and participants could feel 
welcome and speak their minds.
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ON DISCUSSION

On the 24th of July the alumni met at Kyung Hee University where 
we discussed the main topics from the EPRIE program on nations, 
identities, nationalism and history issues in text books and their pre-
sentations at the museums and in scholars’ ideas. We were welcomed 
by Professor Yu Chungwan, President of Humanities College, who 
gave a short presentation on the issue of colonialism in South-East 
Asia and its effects on Korea-Japan relations nowadays. During 
the alumni meeting, some of the students from the university also 
participated in the discussion.

After a short introduction by Julianne Aso on EPRIE and EPRIE 
alumni activities, we listened to a presentation prepared by Katsumata 
Yu on Stories on neighboring nations. In his presentation, Yu outlined 
the historical issues and how they reflect on the current situation 
both in politics and  areas of academic research between Japan and 
Korea. He elaborated on his own thought on the matter, based 
on writings on nationalism and communities by Ernest Gellner,  
Benedict Anderson and Anthony D. Smith and above all the two 
most important books on Japanese origin – Kojiki and Nihongi. 
Further discussion revealed some different perspectives between 
Korean representatives and those who have knowledge of Korean 
history as well as those knowledgeable about Japanese history. Once 
again, as we discussed during EPRIE 2014 in Halle on a joint text 
book initiative, it was clear that before an understanding between 
Japan and Korea could be reached regarding the concept of common 
history, it is essential that those two nations first complete their 
reconciliation process.

The next main discussion was held on the 25th of July at the Kim 
Dae-Jung Presidential Library and Museum. It was a joint meeting 
of alumni and EPRIE 2015 participants,  preluded by a welcoming 
speech by Professor Moon Chung-In from Yonsei University. Pro-
fessor Moon talked about the process of reconciliation and how it 
occurred in Europe, mostly between Germany and Poland, and 
how it should take place between Japan and Korea, using examples 
of contemporary issues like comfort women, Yasukuni Shrine and 
the question of apology from the Japanese government. Most of 
the participants in this meeting agreed that reconciliation between 
Japan and Korea, unfortunately, will take a long time.

The next part of the discussion included a presentation by Julian 
Hermann from the Robert Bosch Stiftung who talked about 
the origins of the Foundation and its general aims and depart-
ments nowadays. After a short break, participants of EPRIE 2015  
presented what they learned, saw and discussed in Tokyo on 
nations and identities. The alumni from 2012 (Julianne Aso), 2013  

(Kim Kyung-Min) and 2014 (Lucia Chauvet) explained what had 
taken place each year, as well as what the Alumni Association had 
done in between workshops. However the main event of this day, 
which was followed by a heated discussion and comments from the 
participants, were four presentations by alumni on their research, 
connected to the topics of each year’s EPRIE program.

The first spokeswoman was Nadeschda Bachem from University of 
London who briefly introduced her research on Imperialism and 
National Identity in Postcolonial Japanese and South Korean Lit-
erature. She focused primarily on post-war literature, giving many 
examples, and she received some interesting questions from the 
participants regarding the representation of nationalism in literature. 
The second spokeswoman was Hanna Suh from Seoul National Uni-
versity. Her personal background brought her interesting research 
ideas on Social Integration Policies of South Korea compared with 
Civic Integration for Immigrants in Western Europe.

The third spokesman was Peter Kesselburg from University of 
Freiburg who presented his findings, mainly from literature and 
field research, on the issue of comfort women in Vietnam. The 
paper entitled Negotiating Identities and Reconciliation between 
South Korea and Vietnam: The “Vietnamese comfort women” issue 
and con lai Đại Hàn after the Vietnam War 1964 – 1975 reopened 
the main discussion on comfort women in Korea and Vietnam 
and similarities and differences in the Korean, Vietnamese and 
Japanese governments’ positions on the subject. The fourth and last 
spokeswoman was Joanna Urbanek from University of Warsaw who 
showed everyone examples of different ways of shaping a collective 
memory from her own research and applied it to the Korean case 
of talking about history. Her presentation Gloria victis? How Poles 
shape their collective memory and why it can be compared to the 
Korean experience of war and occupation in the 20th century? showed 
parallels between war experiences among Poles and Koreans and 
the resulting trauma as well as contemporary political, demographic, 
and economical issues.

These presentations and further discussion amongst participants, 
alumni and the guests demonstrated that sharing experiences and 
research gave the newest participants, and future alumni, an oppor-
tunity to get to know the alumni better. Moreover, the exchange 
of ideas and thoughts during the Q&A session as well as social 
conversations brought everyone closer together, allowing them to 
grow and develop their own opinions.

ON THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The EPRIE Alumni Association was created after the first EPRIE 
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program in 2012 by the participants who wanted to continue get-
ting together both in Europe and Asia, locally in each country and 
yearly during the EPRIE meeting and develop new ways to grow 
together scientifically and try to make a practical difference in 
terms of cooperation between – the now 6 – countries. During the 
meeting in Seoul, we discussed new ways to achieve more intense 
and visual cooperation since we work and live  in various countries 
on two continents.

Until now, the Association has both a website (jointly with EPRIE) 
and a facebook page. Alumni also meet during local meetings in 
their countries, although these meetings are more informal in nature. 
What the alumni who were present at the meeting in Seoul came 
up with can be summarized in a few points.

First of all, we all agreed that the local meetings need to have a coor-
dinator. One alumnus from each country should gather information 
and be a contact person, with the headquarters in Berlin all the time. 
This coordinator for the country should be informed about local meet-
ings, help organize them and write annual reports on the meetings.

The second matter regarded the atmosphere of local meetings. We did 
not insist on changing them to formal affairs, however we do wish to 
focus on matters broadly related to topics from EPRIE, as well our  
own topics of interest and scientific work. This idea is based on the 
networking notion behind EPRIE as well as the plan to create a 
separate website/blog on the Association, including co-organizing 
international and interdisciplinary conferences. The local meetings 
should provide an opportunity to discuss these matters and report 
them on the website.

Thirdly, the idea of creating a separate platform from the EPRIE 
website arose. Its character would be dual: one side would report on 
what is happening with the alumni and the respective field of study 
represented by the alumni. This would have more of a blog/informative 
character, including the comments section below every entry. There 
should be few alumni who would administrate the website in order 
to check the content and the comments section. The second part of 
this website would be a place where alumni – first and foremost – and 
later other scholars could publish their articles. The goal is to create 
an online, open source and free journal with an ISSN number which 
could be published three tofour times a year, with special issues on 
specific topics on humanities, politics and economics studies. We 
would like the articles to be reviewed by respective professors in 
the  field and we would like to put out our call for papers not only 
amongst the alumni in their countries and at their universities, but 
also worldwide,  for example on the H-net website.

The main purpose of the alumni meeting was achieved in Seoul. At 
this moment, we are all trying to fulfill and process the ideas that 
were brought up and to work harder in terms of semi-formalizing 
the local meetings in each country. The alumni network and getting 
to know most of the alumni from different years of EPRIE  allowed 
us to grow. Hopefully, by 2016 the EPRIE Alumni Association will 
have more members and will be able to establish better activities 
and promotion.

SUMMARY

The EPRIE alumni meeting in Seoul in July 2015 was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet each other again and to meet new people, the 
prospective alumni. I am convinced that the exchange of knowledge, 
ideas and experiences was fruitful for everyone and that our work 
will only be better in the future. This report focused mostly on 
the scientific, formal side of the meeting, however we were able to 
socialize with each other and visit some of the most beautiful places 
in Seoul. The official tour of the museums was led by the Korean 
guide, Park Han-Yong from The Center for Historical Truth and 
Justice who presented some interesting facts and thoughts about 
Korean history and traditions. There were also unofficial tours with 
our Korean friends. I believe that this opportunity to get to know 
Korean culture and history gave us a better understanding of the 
difficulties surrounding the reconciliation process between Japan 
and Korea, especially for those alumni and participants who have 
never studied Korean culture. What’s more, in my opinion the alumni 
meeting in the larger group, apart from the local meetings, managed 
to bring the members closer together socially as well as in terms of 
future work together in the association. 

Marta JAWORSKA is a PhD student at the 
University of Gdansk, Department of His-
tory in Poland. She is a graduate of cultural 
anthropology and archaeology at the Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznan, specializing 
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tional customs and rituals, funeral rites and 

the cult of the dead. Currently she is preparing a dissertation 
connecting the issue of nationalism in Japan and its markers 
visible in cultivating traditions. She participated in EPRIE 
2014 and took part in the alumni meeting in Seoul. 
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MEMORANDUM 
by 2015 EPRIE Participants, 2015

NATIONS + IDENTITIES + (MUCH MORE) = EPRIE 2015

Eleven Days in July off ered us a most memorable experience and unique opportunity for dialogue at 
the Exchange Program for Regional Integration in East Asia and Europe (EPRIE) 2015. Th is year, 
19 young professionals from China, South Korea, Japan, France, Germany and Poland joined the 
program to discuss regional cooperation in a globalizing world in the context of nation and identity. 
Given the program venues in Tokyo and Seoul, our main regional focus was East Asia, with some 
refl ections on the current challenges in Europe. Th e neighboring countries in this region share a 
common historical line but see history, in particular of World War II and preceding decades, from 
diff erent perspectives. Consequently, our brainstorming and conversations at EPRIE were diverse 
and enriched our various views.

During the program, we had an opportunity visit sites closely related to matters of East Asian 
history and politics which were intensely discussed, including museums in Japan and South Korea 
that presented confl icting historical narratives. Th ese diff ering interpretations of a common history 
contributed greatly to both inputs and outcomes of our own discourse among the participants. 
We also met with an artist whose work showed a practical dimension of the more abstract ideas 
we discussed.

EPRIE 2015 started with several intercultural training sessions. Th rough these activities, we quickly 
became familiar with each other and experienced fi rst-hand identity-related concepts at the core of 
the program. Following these introductory sessions, seminars by relevant experts from East Asia 
and Europe shed light on the status quo of regional relations in East Asia. After grasping the main 
concepts of the topic and current situation of the nations involved, we split into groups with diff erent 
academic backgrounds, careers and nationalities to share our own ideas on nation, nationalism, 
and national identity in a globalizing world.

A crucial part of the EPRIE experience has been our interaction with the experts, which made the 
exchange within our group even more meaningful. We would like to express our gratitude to all 
these academics and practitioners who shared their insights and thoughts with us. Th eir presenta-
tions covered a wide range of issues, including collective memory, reconciliation, victimhood, and 
regional cooperation. Th ey provided substantial input for discussions among us and helped sharpen 
our understanding of the complexity of East Asia as well as commonalities with and diff erences 
to the situation in Europe.

REFLECTING ON EAST ASIA = OUR STARTING POINT

We found that East Asia today can be understood in terms of several aspects, the diffi  cult historical 
heritage being one of the most prominent. As close neighbors, China, Korea and Japan share a long 
history of cultural, economic and diplomatic exchanges as well as a number of recent confl icts, 
the most traumatic being World War II. Japanese wartime aggression and colonial rule, including 
the forced prostitution of so-called »comfort women” and later the enshrinement of Japanese war 
criminals in Yasukuni Shrine, have provided major points of contention in the framing of East 
Asian history of the 20th century.....
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